A Special Letter 
to my Fellow-members of 
The Theosophical Society 

march 1st, 1940 

THE SOCIETY'S 
NEUTRALITY-UNIVERSALITY 

Dear Brethren, 

I want to emphasise with all possible 
strength that from the beginning of its 
existence in 1875 The Theosophical Soci¬ 
ety has always maintained, and still main¬ 
tains, a policy of strict neutrality with 
regard to all human affairs, whether 
religious, political, social, or of any other 
nature. 

The Society takes no sides in the present 
world war, and its membership is as open 
to Germans as it is open to the French 
and British, Poles and Finns. But for the 
refusal of the German Government to 
allow a German Section within its fron¬ 
tiers, for being part of a world-wide or¬ 
ganization, there might well have been a 
German Section today as there are French 
and British and Polish and Finnish 
Sections. 
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The Theosophical Society is for all 
nations and for all religions, as it is for 
those who may subscribe to no particular 
faith. 

The Society is the friend of all.— 

It is the foe of none. Its first Object is 
to establish a nucleus of that Universal 
Brotherhood of humanity which it conceives 
to exist though unrecognized and still less 
observed. Its second and third Objects 
are to make such Universal Brotherhood 
more real. 

Above all differences of race or national¬ 
ity, faith or sex, class, caste and opinion, 
is that Universal Brotherhood which en¬ 
folds them all. 

The warring nations are themselves 
warring within that Universal Brother¬ 
hood, constituting, with all other nations 
throughout the world, one human family, 
however much they may set at naught in 
action those ties of brotherhood which they 
may violate though they cannot break. 

The Theosophical Society, therefore, is 
an organization which goes its way in 
even' country on terms of true friendship 
with all, no matter to what nation they may 
belong, or to what faith, or to what class 
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or caste, or to what political or other 

opinion. 

And that which is true of The Society 
as a whole is equally true of its component 
parts —of its national Sections, of its 
national Lodges, throughout the world. 

Our Society is not partisan. — No Sec¬ 
tion of The Society, and no Lodge, stands 
for any partisanship of any kind. Every 
Section of The Society is as neutral, and 
therefore as universal, as The Society 
itself. And so is every Lodge, though in 
the case of Lodges some particular aspect 
of the Universal Brotherhood may be 
chosen for study and deeper under¬ 
standing. 

Its official actions must maintain uni¬ 
versality. — Neither The Society as a whole, 
nor any one of its component parts could, 
for example, pass a resolution condemning 
Germany or Britain or France or Poland 
or Finland without violating the neutrality 
of The Society, any more than it could 
pass a resolution declaring the superiority 
of one faith over another. The Society 
and its various dependent organisms are 
in honour and in duty bound to observe 
the utmost universality of attitude in all 
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their official actions, so that the doors of 
admission to The Society may ever remain 
open to all, and as much to the criminal as 
to the respectable member of society. The 
Society is, and must ever be, a Universal 
Brotherhood. It must never at any time 
so act or function that it discriminates in 
favour of one human being, one nation, 
one faith, one race, as against another. 

Our Society calls for truth to Universal 
Brotherhood. — It includes all, and ex¬ 
cludes none. But it calls upon every one 
of its members to be as true as each 
knows how, to that Universal Brotherhood 
to belief in which he or she subscribed as 
a condition of membership, urging each to 
study to the end of a deeper understanding 
of this Universal Brotherhood, and no less 
to explore the as yet hidden laws of life, 
thereby to gain increasing realization of 
the fact that Universal Brotherhood is 
indeed the supreme law of life. 

The Society stands, in a distracted 
world, in a world torn by innumerable 
dissensions in almost every field of its 
being, for that Brotherhood which is 
mutual appreciation, mutual service, mutu¬ 
al co-operation. 
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The Society declares the fact of the 
Universal Brotherhood of humanity, pays 
homage to this fact in its perfect neutrality 
and therefore universality, and calls upon 
every member to fulfil his individuality by 
working for such Universal Brotherhood 
according to his most honest and brotherly 
understanding. / 

Thus members work individually and 

freely. — It is for this reason that every 
member works for Universal Brotherhood 
in his own way, and it is because The 
Society is so perfectly neutral that every 
member is free so to work amidst his 
brethren — some of whom may work as he 
works, some of whom may work entirely 
otherwise. 

No activity on the part of any member, 
no opinion of his, can in any way com¬ 
promise The Society in its traditional 
policy of neutrality. Even if a member 
were to commit the disloyalty, indeed the 
dishonesty, of saying that The Society 
stands for such and such views, takes 
such and such sides, favours this, is 
opposed to that, The Society could not 
thereby be committed to such a state¬ 
ment. 
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On the contrary, every member is con¬ 
stantly enjoined to insist that the views 
he expresses are only his own personal 
opinions, and that they are not, and 
cannot be, the opinions of The Theosophi- 
cal Society, which has Objects but no 
opinions, the very Objects themselves be¬ 
ing opinionless. \ 

Thus, while the honour of The Society’s 
neutrality-universality must be kept in¬ 
violate by every Section, Lodge and 
individual member, each member is called 
to contribute to the strength of that nucleus 
of Universal Brotherhood which The 
Society is, his own individual understand¬ 
ing of this Brotherhood. The very 
Universality itself is composed of indi¬ 
vidualities innumerable, as the one white 
light is composed of innumerable con¬ 
stituent shades of colour. Each colour 
must be its truest self, different from all 
other colours and shades of colours. So 
must each individual member of The 
Society be his own truest self, different it 
may be, and in a measure must be, from 
the selves of all other members. 

Each perceives his highest truth dif¬ 
ferently. —The Society calls upon its thou¬ 
sands of members to be true to their 
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highest selves as they may know them¬ 
selves, so that they identify such truthful¬ 
ness with the spirit of that Universal 
Brotherhood to which they bear allegiance. 

A member in Germany may conceive 
his truthfulness to lie in fighting for his 
Fuehrer, as a member of one or another of 
the allied nations may conceive his truthful¬ 
ness to lie in fighting against the Fuehrer. 

A member may conceive his truthfulness 
to lie in deepest conscientious objection to 
war and to any form of participation in it. 

No one can be false to his country, nor 
false to his faith, nor false to anyone, if he 
strive to be true to himself ; nor, therefore, 
can he be false to the Society of which he 
may be a member. 

Only is he false if convenience and pre¬ 
judice and contempt, and perchance even 
hatred, take the place of truthfulness, and 
if he in any way seeks to undermine The 
Society’s neutrality. 

The individual versus The Society.— 

Naturally, in the eyes of some of the public 
an individual member’s utterance may be 
looked upon as an orthodoxy of the So¬ 
ciety. To those who do not know the 
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nature of The Theosophical Society the 
opinions of its individual members may be 
regarded as the voice of The Society. And 
in the case of prominent members this will 
be all the more inevitable. 

The President as an individual. — The 

President of The Society, for example, is 
expected by the membership generally to 
exercise his own individual freedom in the 
expression of his opinions. The majority 
of the membership will not be satisfied 
with a President who is nothing more than 
the head clerk of The Society, or its offi¬ 
cial secretary, depriving The Society of 
his own individuality. The Society is a 
democratic body. Every member has equal 
rights, the President no less than any 
other member. And every member has 
equal duties, the President no less than 
any other member. The membership gene¬ 
rally wants to know from time to time 
what kind of individual they have elected 
as their temporary head. They expect 
their President to state his views public¬ 
ly, not only that they may know them, but 
that they may, if need arise, pass judg¬ 
ment upon them. They want an active 
President, an individual who contributes 
to The Society his own truthfulness in 
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every field of life. But they also want him 
to be as careful as he can to avoid all 
identification of his personal views with 
The Society, lest its neutrality be violat¬ 
ed. This is, however, difficult. Whatever 
he may say or write by way of scrupulous 
protection of The Society against his own 
particular individuality, the public must in 
a measure tend to assume an identifica¬ 
tion. It has been so in the case of all 
three Presidents of The Society, and is 
especially so, of course, when the times 
are catastrophic, and opinions tend to 
be in serried ranks one set against an¬ 
other set. 

Freedom of opinion may be misunder¬ 
stood. — Still, the majority view among 
the members of The Society is that this 
price of misunderstanding must be paid 
for the greater advantage of the freedom 
of opinion which every member, including 
the President himself, must contribute to 
the strength of the nucleus of Universal 
Brotherhood that is The Theosophical So¬ 
ciety. Brotherhood necessarily means dif¬ 
ference, and not agreement, but respectful 
difference, not the difference which ends 
in violence: constructive difference, not 
the difference which is forever finding 
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fault, forever in a state of superiority, 
forever breeding discord and hatred. 

The Theosophical Society, and every 
Section and Lodge in it, is neutral, scru¬ 
pulously neutral, so that all, be they who 
they may, may find and feel a welcome 
within The Society’s ranks, within the 
membership of a Section or of a Lodge. 

The tyranny of " majority " opinions.— 

But not only must they find and feel a 
welcome. They must also find and feel a 
freedom—a freedom from confining ortho¬ 
doxy, from the tyranny of any majority 
opinions, from being in any way apart be¬ 
cause of their honest convictions, and a 
freedom to express their honest convic¬ 
tions, albeit in utmost courtesy and chival¬ 
rous deference to the honest convictions 
of their fellow members, of whatever 
nature such convictions may be, however 
divergent. 

The friendly clash of differences.— 

Within The Theosophical Society, as per¬ 
haps hardly elsewhere, members of all 
faiths, of all nationalities, of all shades of 
opinion, should be able to foregather in 
friendship, in mutual understanding and 
tolerance, yet without an atom of disloyalty 
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on the part of any to their cherished princi¬ 
ples. And amidst the friendly clash of 
differences there should arise such an ever- 
deepening sense of the Universal Brother¬ 
hood of humanity as shall someday bring 
about a veritable brotherhood of man with¬ 
out, or should it not rather be said, by 
the very reason of the distinction of race, 
nationality, faith, sex, caste, class and 
opinion : by very reason of a true under¬ 
standing of the nature of all distinc¬ 
tions- 

It is not to be said that The Theosophi- 
cal Society has reached its goal, that it has 
achieved a perfect nucleus of the already 
existing Universal Brotherhood of human¬ 
ity. The Society is still young in the 
world — not much more than sixty years 
old. It passes through from time to time 
those upheavals which come to all spiritual 
movements to chasten them for their 
strengthening. Its members are by no 
means perfect, and human frailty exists 
among them as among all other human 
beings. The Society has its record of 
mistakes as well as of fine achievements. 
So may fault be found with it, especially 
by those who, themselves making faults, 
see the more clearly the faults in others. 
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But through the whole of its life so far 
The Society has been true to its great 
Objects and ideals, even though at times 
it may have faltered in the persons of indi¬ 
vidual members. And to no Object, to no 
ideal, has it been more true, is it more 
true, than to that neutrality without which 
it could not be true to that universality 
which is the very heart of the all-pervading 
Brotherhood of humanity. Its doors are 
ever wide open to all. To all it is a 
sincere and respectful friend. It has a 
hearty welcome for all to its member¬ 
ship. 

At peace with those who war. — The 

Theosophical Society is, perhaps, one of 
the, if not the, freest and most friendly 
body in the world. In the midst of war it 
is at peace with those who war. In the 
midst of hatred it stands for understand¬ 
ing. In the midst of all differences it 
stands for mutual respect. 

Everywhere it stands for friendship : 
everywhere for the fire of renewing life 
amidst all deadenings into death. 

To every race is The Theosophical 
Society a sincere friend, and to every 
nation and faith no less, without one single 
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exception. Such is its neutrality, favour¬ 
ing none and therefore able to honour all. 

And it is because I feel constrained to 
say this in all emphasis that I would speci¬ 
ally urge every member, in these times of 
ardent seeking for the Real amidst the 
unreal, to be on the alert to discern those 
forces which in fact would destroy The 
Theosophical Society and the principles 
which are embodied in its three Objects. 

The world needs Theosophy and our 

Society. — One of the first obligations of 
every member of The Theosophical Society 
must surely be to guard The Society 
against all undermining forces whereso¬ 
ever they may be and howsoever they may 
arise. 1 do not hesitate to say that the 
destruction of The Society would cause 
the gravest injury to the world, as no less 
would any hindrance to the free circulation 
of Theosophy. The world has become the 
better for Theosophy and for The Theo¬ 
sophical Society, for the peaceful penetra¬ 
tion of the illumining wisdom of the former 
and of the universal friendliness of the 
latter. Theosophy and The Theosophical 
Society have sensibly raised the standards 
of living everywhere they have in any way 
penetrated. And the more they continue 
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to penetrate the happier and the more war- 
free the world will become. 

The Society must be on guard. — There¬ 
fore must every member of The Society be 
on guard that those forces that would dim 
the light of Theosophy or deny the univer¬ 
sal brotherhood of The Theosophical 
Society gain the upper hand and roll the 
whole world back upon the way it has been 
treading out of the deeper darkness into 
the more abundant light. 

They must be on their guard against 
such forces both at home and abroad, 
within their nations, within their faiths, 
within the trend of public opinion, no less 
than as these forces manifest elsewhere. 

Now are we in the midst of a tremend¬ 
ous clashing of forces, of the forces of 
light and of the forces of darkness. 
They are clashing in each one of us 
individually. They are clashing in our 
faiths. They are clashing in our nations. 
They are clashing in the world at 
large. War is going on everywhere, not 
only as between Germany and the allied 
nations. Theosophists should be able to 
recognise the existence of the war within 
the very precincts of their homes. War 
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is going on within every neutral country 
no less than between the belligerent coun¬ 
tries, and in each belligerent country, too. 

This is not the time for neutrality.— 

Even if there be occasion for neutrality as 
regards the actual belligerents themselves, 
this is not the time for neutrality as a 
whole. This is a war period in the history 
of the world—a war period in every field of 
life, not by any means only as to the 
actual war which we see taking place in 
Europe or in China. This is a time for 
fighting for the Right against the wrong, 
for the Right as we are able to perceive it, 
against the wrong as we are able to per¬ 
ceive it. To each of us his Right should 
stand out as a beacon light. To each of 
us the wrong he sees should cry aloud to 
be put right. 

The Right of one may be the wrong of 

another.—My Right may by no means be 
the Right of another. My wrong may by 
no means be the wrong of another. The 
Right for which I may fight may be a 
wrong against which another may contend. 
The wrong which I may seek to over¬ 
come may be the Right another would 
protect with all his might. 
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It matters not. Let each of us seek out 
and know in all certainty his Right. Let 
each of us seek out and know in all cer¬ 
tainty his wrong. And then let each of us 
he valiant, whether we stand alone or 
among crowds, among a rejected few or 
among an applauded many. 

The courage of conviction.—This is 
the time for courage, especially for- the 
courage of our convictions of whatever 
nature these may be. We must be very 
true to ourselves these days, so that we 
may add to the power of Truth struggling 
to be free. And within The Theosophical 
Society we have the wonderful opportunity 
of sounding forth our individual notes of 
truth in harmonious surroundings, for as 
each of us is encouraged by his member¬ 
ship of The Society to be free and to be 
true, so does each of us honour the freedom 
and the truth of everyone of our fellow- 
members. The President gives emphatic 
expression to his opinions. His fellow- 
members will agree or disagree according 
to their own intuitions, judgments and 
feelings. They may say “Yes” or they 
may say “ No And The Society will be 
all the richer because the President has been 
free and true to himself, and because they 
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too have been free and true to themselves. 
And each member without exception has 
the right, and I believe the duty, to be no 
less emphatic than the President or than 
any other member who lives and thinks 
and feels and speaks strongly. 

We members of The Theosophical 
Society do not judge our fellow-members 
by what they say but by how they say it 
and in what spirit. We appreciate honesty 
and sincerity and courtesy and deference 
far more than the actual opinions them¬ 
selves. 

Our Society is neutral to be all-inclu¬ 
sive. — We can none of us be more than 
a little right, but we all of us can be more 
than a little understanding and brotherly. 
And it is in order that we may be the 
latter while we cannot be the former that 
The Theosophical Society is neutral so 
that it may be all-inclusive. There is 
Brotherhood everywhere, and the nucleus 
which is The Theosophical Society must 
draw Brotherhood from everywhere with¬ 
out distinction of place or opinion, as its 
first Object declares. Brotherhood does 
not depend upon opinion, nor upon faith, 
nor upon race or nationality, nor upon the 
fact that one country may be at war with 
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another country. Brotherhood is universal 
and no circumstances of any kind can 
destroy it, though they may injure it. 

How happy a family is The Theoso- 
phical Society in which every member is 
so free to be true to himself, so eager to 
honour his fellow-members, and so certain 
of being honoured by everyone of them ! 

A strong menace to our Society. — I 

hope it is most abundantly clear to every 
one of our members throughout the world 
that in times of adjustment such as these, 
when the world is preparing for a forward 
move to a civilization more real, and when, 
therefore, the forces of inertia and retro¬ 
gression receive their opportunity to frus¬ 
trate the advance, both Theosophy and 
The Theosophical Society are under the 
strongest menace. 

As the world is in the midst of a period 
of adjustment, so is The Theosophical 
Society, and so, therefore, is every member 
of it without exception. 

The Sun of Theosophy is ascending, 

—The world must move onwards or back¬ 
wards. It cannot stand still. The Theo¬ 
sophical Society must move onwards or 
backwards. It cannot stand still, nor can 
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any member of it stand still. And as is 
The Society and its members, so in a 
measure must be Theosophy. Either must 
Theosophy unfold more and more of its 
glories, so that it seems to grow as we 
seek and find more of it, or it will grow 
impotent in static forms. 

The Sun of Theosophy is only just 
above our horizon. Only the first glow of 
its radiance enfolds us. The Sun of 
Theosophy must rise to shine in fulness 
upon our way. A veil has been lifted. 
But there are many veils. 

A challenge—shall clouds dim this 

Sun ? — At such a time as this the challenge 
is : Shall the Sun of Theosophy grow dim, or 
shall it shine more and more unto the per¬ 
fect day of full enlightenment? Shall The 
Theosophical Society move onwards to be¬ 
come one with the whole world and then 
reincarnate for further leadership, or shall 
it sink into the obscurity of a static organi¬ 
zation, centred in the world, and forgetful 
of its mighty origins ? 

The challenge must be answered by 
every member of The Society, and he 
must answer it, meet it, triumphantly reply 
to it, by ardently and actively proclaiming 
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and demonstrating his faith in Theosophy 
and in his membership of The Theosophi- 
cal Society. 

By no means shall he hide under a 
bushel the light he has received from 
either. As Theosophy and his membership 
of The Theosophical Society have, shone 
upon him, so must he shine with their 
light upon his surroundings. 

Every member has been born into such 
a time as this that he may testify to his 
light in the very midst of the darkness, 
and that he may shine with it through 
the clouds that obscure the ways of men. 

Every member has been born into this 
Day of Judgment that he may be weighed 
in the great Balances of Righteousness to 
be found either wanting or rich in eager¬ 
ness to give as he has received, to bless as 
he has been blessed. 
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